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AN INSPIRING FUNCTION. 

DINNER TO MISS STEUART DONALDSON. 
Although at the end of July many Natrons are 

out of town, a very happy party of friends fore- 
gathered at the dinner arranged by the Royal 
British Nurses’ Association a t  its Club House, 194, 
Queen’s Gate, S.W. 7, on July 28th, in honour of 
Miss Steuart Donaldson, the newly-appointed 
Matron of the Royal Infirmary, Glasgow. 

The chair was taken by Mr. Herbert Paterson, 
M.C. Cantab., F.R.C.S., C.E.E., Senior Surgeon to 
the London Temperance Hospital, where for the 
past eighteen months Miss Donaldson has held the 
position of Matron, and he was supported by 
Mrs. Bedford Fenwick, Jlr. Parkinson, a Vice- 
Chairman of the Board of Management of the 
Hospital, RIr. XIcClure, Surgeon to the Hospital, 
and many past and present Sisters and Nurses of 
the L.T.H. staff and otlier friends. It was a great 
and unexpected pleasur? that Professor RI. Adelaide 
Nutting, R.N., of Teachers’ College, Columbia 
University, New York, should have been in London 
and was also present as a Guest of Honour. 

The dining tables had been charmingly decorated 
with beautiful lilies (lilium auratum), pink L carna- 
tions, and trailing sprays of smilas, the gift of 
R.B.N.A. members resident in the Club. 

The toast of the King having been proposed by 
the Chairman, and loyally honoured, Rlr. Paterson 
said those present had met t o  do lionour to  Miss 
Steuart Donaldson on her appointment as Matron 
of one of the largest hospitals in the Kingdom, and 
to wish her all success and au revoir. In the year 
and a-half she had been Matron of the London 
Temperance Hospital she had gained the admira- 
tion and affection of tlie nursing and-if he might 
be allowed to say so-of the medical staff. It had 
made such a difference to  the medical staff to have 
SO efficient a Matron as Miss Donaldson. It was 
a very great loss to the Temperance Hospital : but 
London’s loss was Glasgow’s gain. Ere proposed 
the health of Miss Donaldson, Guest of Ilonour. 

MISS STEUART DONALDSON, who on rising was 
received with much applause, said she could not 
espress to  the Royal Eritish Nurses’ Associatioii 
her deep appreciation oi, and gratitude for, the 
happy thought and gracious deed in her lionour in 
arranging this dinner. It almost overwhelmed her. 

The Association during the last eighteen months 
had meant a great deal to her. She had always 
been identified with its ideals, but had for some 
time been away from London and so not able tfJ 
come into close touch with it. 

The name of Mrs. Bedford Fenwiclr and llcr 
work for tlie nursing profession had always been 
an inspiration to her. Now that she hcrsclf would 
have such an opportunity of helping young studclits 
she hoped to be able to pass on some of Mrs. 
Fenwick’s professional aspirations to the younger 
generation of nurses. 

She was leaving at  the London Temperance 
Hospital a very proniising, very brilliant group 

. This ’was responded to with enthusiasm. 

of young students ; slio canimciided ihcni to the 
Association. 

The Chairman tlien read tlic following tele- 
granis :- 

TELEGRAhI FROM H.13.H. PRINCESS CtIRrSTIAN. 

“ Please associate nie with the Corporation’s 
welcome to Miss Donaldson and Professor Nutting 
this evening, Convey to  the former niy good 
wishes, and to  tlie latter an expression of the 
pleasure which it gives me to h o w  that she is the 
Xssociation’s guest to-niglit. 

“ HELENA, 

Association.” 
“ President of the Royal British Nurses’ 

TELEGRAM FROM THE SCOTTISH NURSES’ CLUB. 
“ The Scottish Nurses’ Cluh rejoice at yom 

appointment to Glasgow. We hope to welcome 
you personally soon after your arrival. 

“ STEWART, Secrctary.” 
XR. PATERSON then said that one of the most 

important events in the annals of nursing had 
taken place recently, namely, thc opening of the 
State Register of Nurses, Onc name would alwnys 
be associated with that movement. Hc nccd not 
say that it was the name of hlrs. Bedford Ecnwiclr. 
She had plouglied a long and lonely fmrow, but 
she had fought on, ever lreeping onc aim in view. 
She had done great work as Rlntron of St. 
Bartholomew’s Hospital, but i t  was as a founder 
of the Royal British Nurses’ Association, and as 
the pioneer o€ the movement for State Registration 
of Nurses that she would be gratefully remembered 
by posterity. 

He asked those present to drink to hcr Benlth, 
to congratulate her on the fidfilnicnt of her life’s 
work, and upon the opening of the Stntc  Itegistcr. 

M R S .  Th3nl~OriD F~CNWICK, in rc~sptiiiiling to the 
toast, said forty years of work for 0 1 1 ~  CiLtisC W ~ H  
apt to  damp all bu t  tlic most ardent spirits. At 
the very first mecting, n l i n u ~ t  bcfim ilic 13ritish 
Nurses’ Association was founded, its proinotcrs 
had adopted State Registration of Nurses, ancl the 
granting of diplomas, as part of their progmnl~~lc, 
and put these aspirations in print. \\%en after- 
wards she took that paper round to Icadiiig medical 
men and asked them to help the nurses they we~e  
serioudy shoclred, and advised her to put it into the 
waste paper basket. It took .?,I ycars to  accom- 
plish that programme. ‘l%c nursuig profession 
hardly realised yet what enomous powcrs I@ 
been given them under thc 1IJurses’ Jicgistratlu11 
Act, i ~ n d  tllc Itules Iya upon it. ISvcrytliiiN 
depcl1dctl upon thc interprcta,tioii of ilia Act, and 
the dralting alicl at1niinistra;iion O T  t1w ~iulos. 

‘I’he silver pen with wliicli ihc hliiiistthr id 1 Icnltl1 
hat1 signed the I<ules was now ~ I I C  property ol the 
Gcncral Nuruing Council, r m ~ l  w o u ~ ~ l  be niotrnted, 
and carefully preserved, so that, filturc gcncrcttions 
of nurses might know how mucl1 importance was 
attached by the nurses (Jf to-day to  tile signing 
of these Rules. 

It was a very great privilege to have lived to 
- see the sccomplisliment of this worlc. She ~ioped 
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